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Abstract. The relevance of this study is determined by Ukraine’s strategic commitment to
European integration and the need to harmonise national education policy with the
standards of the European Education Area. In the context of ongoing reforms to the national
education system and the growing demand for decision-making grounded in reliable data,
there is an increasing need to strengthen institutional capacity to support high-quality
analytical accompaniment of educational transformations. The purpose of the article is to
identify the role of the European education network Eurydice in shaping evidence-informed
education policy and to outline the main areas of activity of the national Eurydice unit in
Ukraine, established in 2024 on the basis of the State Scientific Institution "Institute of
Educational Analytics". The methodological basis of the study consists of a content analysis
of materials from the Eurydice "News & Articles" section, particularly the "Country News"
category, for the period January-October 2025. The analysis enabled the identification of
seven priority clusters of European education policy: digitalisation, curriculum renewal,
teacher capacity development, inclusion, learner well-being and mental health, modernisation
of vocational education, and the improvement of education governance. The findings
demonstrate that Ukraine’s participation in the Eurydice Network expands opportunities for
integration into the European Education Area, particularly through the development and
updating of the national education system profile (Eurypedia), involvement in the preparation
of comparative reports, and engagement in dissemination activities. It is symbolic that
Ukraine’s accession gains particular significance in 2025, the 45th anniversary of the
Eurydice Network, which plays a key role in providing an evidence base for education policy
across Europe. This enhances the harmonisation of national education policy with European
standards and strengthens the exchange of analytical knowledge within the network.
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European integration has emerged
as one of the key strategic priorities for
Ukraine's development, influencing the
scope of political, economic and social
transformations. Accession to the Euro-
pean Union entails not only the harmon-
isation of legislation and governance
mechanisms but also the consolidation
of the values that underpin the Europe-
an community, such as democracy, hu-
man rights, academic freedom, equality,
inclusiveness and respect for cultural
diversity. The education system plays a
central role in promoting these values by
shaping civic identity, critical thinking,
social cohesion and the capacity of soci-
ety for sustainable development.

The relevance of the European inte-
gration agenda in the education sector is
reinforced by the fact that the democratic
foundations on which the EU is built [1]
have a natural affinity with the historical
traditions of educational development in
Ukraine. For centuries, Ukrainian educa-
tional culture has oriented itself toward
the European intellectual space and
evolved under the influence of broader
European cultural and religious pro-
cesses. According to historians [2], the
earliest forms of schooling on Ukrainian
territory emerged as early as the ninth
century, during the period of Kyivan Rus;
the spread of literacy and Christian cul-
ture gave rise to centres of book learning
and laid the foundations for early insti-
tutionalised forms of education.

Following the Revolution of Dignity in
2014, and particularly in the wake of the
full-scale war in 2022, European integra-
tion acquired an existential significance
for Ukraine. Education has become a
key driver of societal resilience, a tool
for countering disinformation, restoring
trust in institutions, fostering civic re-
sponsibility and supporting democratic

transformation. Ukraine’s acquisition of
EU candidate status in 2022, followed
by the launch of accession negotiations
in 2024, has defined new benchmarks
for the development of education poli-
cy aligned with the principles and stan-
dards of the European Education Area
(EEA). These benchmarks are reflected
in Ukraine’s own Roadmap for Europe-
an integration in the fields of education
and science [3], which sets out strategic
goals and specific tasks to harmonise na-
tional education policy and legislation
with EU standards and practices as part
of the country’s integration process.

In 2025, Ukraine entered a new stage
of accession negotiations with the Eu-
ropean Union in the fields of education
and science. In particular, the section of
the European Commission’s 2025 report
[4] devoted to Chapter 26 "Education
and Culture" assesses Ukraine as being
between some and a moderate level of
preparation. The report highlights good
progress, including the entry into force
of the laws on preschool education and
the national qualifications system, the
adoption of the law on vocational edu-
cation and training (VET), the approval
of the strategy for the development of
Ukrainian culture, and Ukraine’s joining
of the European Alliance for Apprentice-
ships. These developments demonstrate
the systematic nature of ongoing edu-
cational policy reforms and underline
the need for further approximation. The
Commission also concluded that last
year’s recommendations were large-
ly implemented, confirming consistent
progress within this chapter.

A critical component of this align-
ment is the harmonisation of educa-
tional statistics. In July 2025, the Minis-
try of Education and Science of Ukraine
adopted the Roadmap for Harmonising
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Educational Statistics with EU Standards
[5], with the State Scientific Institution
"Institute of Educational Analytics"
(SSI "IEA") as a key implementing body.
This document outlines a phased plan
to align national data systems with the
requirements of the European Statisti-
cal System and relevant EU regulations
(e.g., Regulation (EU) No 912/2013 and
Regulation (EU) No 452/2008). Tasks
include updating reporting forms, de-
fining datasets, preparing metadata, and
modernising digital infrastructures such
as the Automated Information Complex
of Educational Management and the
Unified State Electronic Database on Ed-
ucation.

Within this framework, it is particu-
larly significant that in 2025, Ukraine be-
came part of the EEA Standing Group on
Indicators and Benchmarks (SGIB), join-
ing its 59th meeting. This involvement
marks an important step in the process
of Ukraine's integration into the analyt-
ical and policy-shaping structures of the
EEA, allowing for direct engagement in
setting educational benchmarks and
comparative indicators.

European integration in education
occupies an important place in contem-
porary research, covering both the the-
oretical foundations of education poli-
cy and the practical transformation of
education systems. Research interests
in this field encompass analyses across
different levels of education, as well as
studies of European programmes such
as Erasmus+ and Horizon Europe, which
support reform processes, mobility and
policy convergence.

For example, at the level of VET, Yu.
Rashkevych and T. Semigina [6] exam-
ine mechanisms for aligning the sector
with European standards, with a focus
on the harmonisation of national qualifi-

cations frameworks, the recognition and
equivalence of qualifications and quality
assurance systems. Complementing this
perspective, M. Martynenko [7] analy-
ses institutional changes in VET and
substantiates the need to reform gov-
ernance models and training content in
line with EU recommendations.

In the field of higher education,
V. Bakhrushyn [8] explores the mod-
ernisation of Ukraine’s network of high-
er education institutions within the Eu-
ropean integration context and identi-
fies key challenges related to alignment
with European standards. The study
by Yu. Boichuk and L. Rybalko [9] fur-
ther examines the impact of European
integration processes on teacher edu-
cation and the development of compe-
tence-based approaches in higher edu-
cation.

Research on general secondary and
teacher education is represented by the
work of L. Hrynevych, H. Roi and Ye. Ni-
kolaiev [10], who analyse alternative
teacher preparation programmes in Eu-
ropean countries and highlight the rele-
vance of European models for modernis-
ing teacher education in Ukraine.

Complementing academic research,
contemporary aspects of Ukraine’s
participation in EU programmes and
reform processes are reflected in the
materials of the National Erasmus+ Of-
fice in Ukraine, which document reform
dynamics, European instruments and
opportunities for Ukrainian education
institutions to engage in EU-funded
initiatives [11]. Communication and
dissemination activities, including in-
ternational conferences and academic
seminars (such as [12]), also contribute
to expert dialogue and analytical sup-
port for Ukraine’s European integration
in education.

“OcsiTH: aHadiTuKa YKpainn” 2025 ¢ No 4 (36)



MIKHAPOAHUI OCBITHIN IIPOCTIP

Despite substantial scholarly and
practical interest in European educa-
tion integration, continuous analytical
support is required to monitor reforms
and assess their alignment with EU
priorities. In this context, the Eurydice
Network [13] plays a pivotal role as the
main European mechanism for provid-
ing structured, comparable and poli-
cy-relevant information to support evi-
dence-informed decision-making.

Using the example of Ukraine’s
participation in Eurydice, our study
demonstrates the strategic impor-
tance of the country’s accession to this
knowledge network, outlines the core
functions of the national unit (NU), and
highlights the analytical value of the
"News & Articles" section (specifically
"Country News" category) as a timely
source of current policy developments
across Europe. The methodological
approach combines an institutional
analysis of Eurydice’s mandate with
a content analysis of "Country News"
publications from January to October
2025 to assess both Ukraine’s contri-
bution to the network and the broader
patterns of educational change across
Europe.

Building on this, it is essential to con-
sider the institutional foundations of
Eurydice as a long-established mecha-
nism of comparative education policy
in the EU. Established in 1980 by the
European Commission and EU Member
States, the network provides reliable,
structured and comparable information
on the organisation and functioning of
national education systems. Through
system descriptions, thematic and com-
parative reports, visual materials and
statistical datasets, Eurydice enables in-
depth cross-country analysis and sup-
ports the development, monitoring and

evaluation of evidence-informed educa-
tion policy across Europe.

In 2024, Ukraine officially joined the
Eurydice network, marking an import-
ant step in deepening integration into
the EEA. Together with Moldova and
Georgia, the country became part of a
community that now includes 43 Nus
from 40 countries. The SSI "IEA" was
nominated as Ukraine’s national Eu-
rydice unit. The team’s work includes,
among other tasks, contributing to Eu-
rydice reports, developing and updating
the description of the national education
system (Eurypedia) [14], and organising
communication events aimed at pro-
moting the network’s activities.

As a newcomer to Eurydice, Ukraine
initially focused on developing the na-
tional education system profile and com-
munication activities, and since 2025
has expanded its participation to select-
ed comparative reports, data and visual
contributions. In line with the Eurydice
Network Work Programme 2025-2026,
the network prepares thematic analy-
ses covering key education policy areas
such as digital education, curriculum re-
form, teacher workforce development,
learner well-being and education gover-
nance, and publishes comparative out-
puts within the Facts and Figures strand.
Within these activities, Ukraine contrib-
utes to selected publications, reflecting
its gradual integration into the EEA.

Another key area of activity con-
cerns the preparation and regular up-
dating of national education system de-
scriptions in accordance with a unified
methodological guide, which ensures
cross-country comparability and analy-
sis within harmonised thematic areas.
Within this framework, Eurypedia func-
tions as a structured online reference
resource, with NUs responsible for
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maintaining profiles organised into 13
chapters (see Figure); until 2025, this
structure also included an additional
chapter on political, social and economic
background and trends.

Within communication activities,
Eurydice Nus disseminate information
about the network and its outputs. The
launch of the official Eurydice Ukraine
website [16] provides open access to up-
dates on national education system pro-
files, analytical and visual materials, and
communication events, supporting the
dissemination of European approach-
es and Ukraine’s integration into the
broader European education discourse.

Eurydice materials are intended for
a broad audience, including policyma-
kers, researchers, analysts, educators,
students and the wider public, and serve
as an important tool for comparing edu-
cation policies, monitoring reforms and
analysing European education trends.

This broad scope underpins the analy-
tical value of Eurydice outputs and jus-
tifies their use as a data source for com-
parative education policy analysis.

The communication strategy of the
Ukrainian NU also includes preparing
materials for the "News & Articles" sec-
tion, which covers major education re-
forms and policy developments across
Eurydice member countries. Contri-
butions are voluntary and largely align
conceptually with Chapter 13, "Ongoing
reforms and policy developments”, of
Eurypedia, which Nus update twice a
year.

The first publications in the "News
& Articles" section appeared in 2018,
and their number has steadily increased
since then [12, p. 267]. Most entries
fall under the "Country News" section,
although the section also features net-
work-wide events and publications. As
for Ukraine, seven items were submitted

B E ORGANISATION AND GOVERNANCE

e B € FUNDING IN EDUCATION
[SkiER:

2 \§/ EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
: AND CARE

= l_l
2 PRIMARY EDUCATION

ks SECONDARY AND POST-SECONDARY
% [l NoN-TERTIARY EDUCATION

EaE
LLL HIGHER EDUCATION

28 K

Ol

\

ONGOING REFORMS
AND POLICY DEVELOPMENTS

N
EsE

. Q TEACHERS AND EDUCATION STAFF

©®
,6 ADULT EDUCATION AND TRAINING

] MANAGEMENT AND OTHER EDUCATION
5 Wkl STAFF

¥
) V QUALITY ASSURANCE

©Q EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT

- QS AND GUDANCE

=
2 MOBILITY AND INTERNATIONALISATION
L}

Y

Figure. Structure of the Eurydice national education system chapters

Source: [15, p. 3].

“OcsiTH: aHadiTuKa YKpainn” 2025 ¢ No 4 (36)



MIKHAPOAHUI OCBITHIN IIPOCTIP

between 2024 and October 2025 (see
Table).

In the study [12, pp. 266-269], trends
shaping education policy across Eury-
dice member countries were examined
through an analysis of updates pub-
lished in the "Country News" section
over an almost three-year period (2022-
October 2024). The dataset comprised
194 news items submitted by 33 Eury-
dice NUs, with contributions varying
considerably across countries. The find-
ings revealed shared priorities within
the EEA, including quality improvement,
inclusion and accessibility, digitalisation,
learner well-being, the modernisation of
vocational and higher education, and a
growing emphasis on international co-
operation. Overall, these trends indicate
a pan-European shift towards more re-
silient, flexible and learner-centred edu-
cation systems in response to contempo-

rary socio-economic and technological
challenges.

Building on existing analyses of Eu-
rydice "Country News" publications, the
present study examines the ten-month
period from January to October 2025
to identify recent thematic priorities
reflected in NU contributions. During
this period, 54 news items were pub-
lished across the Eurydice network: Bel-
gium (German-Speaking Community)
and Germany (4 items each); Belgium
(Flemish Community), Estonia, Finland,
France, Latvia, Slovakia and Ukraine
(3 items each); Belgium (French Com-
munity), Denmark, Hungary, Ireland,
[taly, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden
and Turkiye (2 items each); and Greece,
Montenegro and Poland (1 item each).

To identify the dominant thematic
directions, a content analysis of all 54
titles was conducted. Using semantic

Table

News items published by the Ukraine NU and their summaries

(2024-October 2025)

News title

Short summaries

Advancing the reform of
specialised secondary
education

The reform of specialised secondary education is part of the broader renewal
of general secondary education under the NUS concept and is being imple-
mented gradually over a ten-year period.

Transforming the preschool
education system

State policy in preschool education focuses on developing a modern,
high-quality, accessible and inclusive learning environment that responds to
the needs of children and society.

Reforming vocational education
as a cornerstone for national
development and recovery

VET is being modernised to strengthen human capital and prepare a skilled
workforce in response to economic transformation and recovery needs.

Reform of general secondary
education - the New Ukrainian
School (NUS)

The NUS reform is a landmark initiative to transform general secondary edu-
cation in Ukraine by modernising the system in line with global best practices
and equipping pupils with the competences needed for the 21st century.

Digital transformation of
education as a strategic path to
resilience and innovation

Digitalisation of education is a strategic priority that enhances accessibility
and innovation and aligns with Ukraine’s European integration and the
Digital Education Action Plan (2021-2027).

Recognition of schoolchildren’s
learning outcomes acquired
abroad is now regulated

In 2025, Ukraine introduced a formal mechanism for recognising learning
outcomes acquired abroad, establishing a clear regulatory framework for the
first time.

National educational platform
supports reintegration and
training of veterans

Educational initiatives support the reintegration of veterans by providing
opportunities for retraining, upskilling and career development.

Note: Titles are presented without the country identifier "Ukraine:", which is used in the official
Eurydice "News & Articles" section in accordance with the network’s guide.

Compiled by the authors based on source [17].

10

“OcsiTH: aHadiTuKa YKpainn” 2025 ¢ No 4 (36)



MDIKHAPOAHU OCBITHIV IIPOCTIP

grouping, keyword frequency and policy
relevance, seven clusters were derived,
representing the principal areas of edu-
cational transformation across Europe-
an countries.

Cluster 1. Digitalisation, artificial
intelligence, and information and com-
munication technologies. This cluster
captures initiatives related to digital
transformation, including the integra-
tion of Al in teaching and governance,
the expansion of digital platforms, the
use of ICT for personalised learning, and
regulatory approaches to digital devices
in schools.

Cluster 2. Curriculum reform. Items
in this category focus on the revision of
curricula, the introduction of compe-
tence-based approaches, strengthening
basic skills, and adapting subject frame-
works to contemporary societal and
technological demands.

Cluster 3. Teachers, workforce policies
and professional development. This clus-
ter reflects reforms in teacher prepara-
tion, new entry pathways into the pro-
fession, strategies for addressing work-
force needs, and initiatives to strengthen
school leadership and continuous pro-
fessional development.

Cluster 4. Inclusion, equal access and
special educational needs. Publications
highlight measures to expand inclusive
education, enhance support for learners
with special educational needs, reduce
socio-economic disparities, and promote
equitable access to high-quality learning
environments.

Cluster 5. Mental health and learn-
er well-being. This theme encompasses
initiatives aimed at improving pupils’
well-being, supporting socio-emotional
development, and reducing stress, posi-
tioning mental health as an integral di-
mension of educational quality.

Cluster 6. VET and labour-market
alignment. Items in this cluster concern
the modernisation of VET systems,
dual learning models, the introduction
of micro-credentials, stronger engage-
ment with employers, and expanded
opportunities for adult upskilling and
reskilling.

Cluster 7. Governance and education
policy. This cluster covers strategic plan-
ning, new regulatory frameworks, na-
tional education strategies, and reforms
related to governance, coordination and
systemic management.

The content analysis of the 2025
ten-month dataset points to a coherent
set of priorities across the EEA. Despite
national differences, a high degree of
thematic commonality emerges: dig-
ital transformation, curriculum mod-
ernisation, teacher workforce devel-
opment, inclusion, learner well-being,
VET modernisation and strategic gov-
ernance constitute shared vectors of
educational change.

A comparison with findings from
the 2022-2024 analysis reveals strong
continuity in policy orientations. The
themes dominating the 2025 headlines
mirror those identified in previous
years, underscoring the overall consis-
tency of EEA policy agendas and the
sustained focus on quality, equity, inno-
vation and labour-market responsive-
ness. These recurrent emphases also
align with the priority areas set out in
the Eurydice Network Work Programme
2025-2026, including digital education,
civic competences, learning mobility,
enhancement of basic skills and learn-
er well-being. Against this broader Eu-
ropean background, the added value of
the present study becomes apparent.

The scientific novelty and practical
significance of this study lie in the fact

“OcsiTH: aHadiTuKa YKpainn” 2025 ¢ No 4 (36)
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that it provides a systematic examina-
tion of selected dimensions of Ukraine’s
participation in the Eurydice Network
following its official accession in 2024,
while also revealing the potential of the
network as a key instrument for evi-
dence-informed education policy.

The study demonstrates that regu-
lar monitoring of Eurydice materials,
particularly the "Country News" cat-
egory, serves as a diagnostic tool that
makes it possible not only to track
current trends in European education
systems, but also to identify success-
ful practices, innovative approaches
and effective models for addressing
shared challenges in the education
sector. The comparative analysis of
news publications has allowed us to
outline the principal vectors of deve-
lopment within EU education systems,
which have direct applied relevance
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TAPMOHI3AIIIA YKPAIHCBKOI OCBITHBOI IOJITUKH
3 EBPONIEMCbKMMHU CTAHJAAPTAMU:
POJIb MEPEXI EURYDICE

AHomayisa. AkmyaavbHicmb docaidxiceHHs1 3yMo8/1eHa cmpamez2iyHuUM Kypcom YKpaiHu Ha
esponelicbKy iHmezpayir, Wo sumazae eapMoHizayii HayioHa1bHOI 0c8iMHbOI noimuku 3i
cmaHdapmamu esponelicbko2o 0c8ImHb020 npocmopy. B ymosax pegpopmysanHs eimuusHs-
Hoi cucmemu oceimu ma Heo6XxidHOCcMI yXe8a1eHHs piuieHb, ni0rpyHmsam aKux € docmosipHi
daHi, 3pocmae nompeba 8 3MiyHeHHI IHcmumyyiiiHoi cnpomoxcHocmi 045 3a6e3neveHHs
SAKICHO20 aHaimu4Ho2o cynpogody oceimHix mpaHcgopmayiti. Mema cmammi — usHa4u-
mu posb egponelicbkoi oceimuboi mepedici Eurydice y popmysanHi dokazoeoi oceimHboi no-
AlMuKU ma okpecaumu 0CHOBHI Hanpsamu disabHocmi HayioHa/1bHo20 hidpo30iny yiei mepe-
aci 8 YkpaiHi, cmeopeHozo y 2024 p. Ha 6a3i IHY «[Hcmumym ocgimHboi aHaaimuku». Memo-
dosi02ivyHe nidrpyHmsi cmaHosums KOoHmMeHm-aHaAiz mamepiasnis pyépuku Eurydice «News
& Articles», 30kpema kameezopii «Country News», 3a ciueHb — xcoemeHsb 2025 p. Ha ocHosi
npogedeHo20 aHA1i3y 8U3HA4EHO Cim npiopumemHux Kjaacmepie esponelicbkoi oceimHboil
nosaimuku, sik-om: yugposizayis, oHoe1eHHs 3micmy oceimu, npogeciliHuill pozsumok neda-
202ivMHUX npayieHuKis, iHK/1103i5, 0o6pobym I ncuxiuHe 3dopoe’ss 3do6ysauie oceimu, modep-
Hizayis npogecitiHoi oceimu ma 800CKOHA/IEHHS 0C8IMHbO20 ynpasAaiHHA. [losedeHo, wo
yuacmb Ykpainu e mepexci Eurydice poswuproe moxcaueocmi iHmezpayii 8 eaponelicbkull
oceimHiii npocmip, 30kpema 4epe3 HANOBHEHHS Ul OHOB/EHHS npoial cucmemu oceimu
(Eurypedia), yuacms y nidzomosyi nopigHsa1bHUX 38imie ma npomoyiiiniii dissneHocmi. Cum-
80/1I4HO, Wo came 8 reiseliHull, 45-U, pik icHysaHHs mepedxci Eurydice dosayyenHs Ykpainu
Hab6ysae ocob.ueoi sazu, adice ys mepexca gidizpae K408y pob y 3a6e3neveHHi dokaso-
80i 0cHO8U 0c8IMHbLOI noaimuku 8 €sponi. L]e po3wuproe moxcaugocmi eapmoHizayii Hayio-
HA/bHOI 0c8IMHBLOI NoAIMUKU 3 €8ponelicbkuMu cmaHoapmamu ma 3MiYyH0E 06MIH aHai-
MUYHUMU 3HAHHAMU 8 MENHCAX MEePexHCl.

Kamwwuosi caoea: esponelicbka iHmezpayis, HayioHa/1bHA cucmema oceimu, oc8imHs noi-
muka, mepexca Eurydice, esponeticbkull ocgimHiii npocmip.
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